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editorial

Creating buzz
in the community

he United Communities Credit
I Union Complex has created a lot of
positive vibes thus far and that was
very evident this past weekend. An
invitation-only gala was held Friday night
for VIPs and sponsors with Premier Dalton
McGuinty helping to cut the ribbon
Saturday morning.

Sunday was “Family Day” at the complex
with a variety of special events happening
for people of all ages.

Much thanks was given to the federal
and provincial governments. Kudos was
given to the contractors, builders and
consultants. Gratitude was shown to the
sponsors and contributors. All of praise,
thank-yous and compliments were well
deserved indeed.

The complex is a credit to the commu-
nity and everyone should be proud of their
work.

This was also another chance to thank
and honour the town’s user groups. The
user groups were well represented at
Saturday’s ribbon cutting and it is through
their hard work and dedication that this
project became a reality. Without success-
ful sports organizations offering quality
programming for youth and adults, there
would not have been such a need for such
a wonderful complex to begin with.

Special thanks goes to Ken Grant, who
not only worked tirelessly through the
course of this process but for over a
decade. Grant was a main advocate for a
twin-pad arena over ten years ago and
believed in that cause all the way through.
There wasn’t always smiles and best
wishes when discussing such a topic asa
new facility. There were definitely bumps
in the road and for while, it didn’t look like
there would ever be a weekend like the
one Amherstburg just had. Grant never
wavered, stuck to his beliefs and was
rewarded.

The United Communities Credit Union
Complex will serve the town'’s needs for, as
dignitaries relayed Saturday, at least two
generations. The twin-pad arena, indoor
soccer facility, community rooms, premier
baseball diamond, the Miracle League
diamond and the outdoor football/soccer
field will be staples of the community for
years. There are items that have to be fin-
ished up and, undoubtedly, issues to iron
out but this past weekend was a great way
to enter into a new era of recreation in
Ambherstburg.
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Please don’t tailgate me on bad roads

As I type this, there are all
kinds of dire forecasts for
Tuesday and Wednesday in
terms of how much snow will
hit Windsor and Essex
County.

A county council meeting
scheduled for Wednesday was
cancelled Monday afternoon
due to these forecasts. The
meeting was shelved
because, I'm sure, members
of Essex County council,
administration and others
didn’t want to drive in bad
roads. I'm sure they didn’t want others who
were planning to attend to trek to Essex for
the meeting.

I can’t say that I blame them. I wouldn’t
want to ask people anywhere and have
them travel through falling snow and blow-
ing snow.

I'm not a huge fan on travelling on snowy

and icy roads. I've got better things to do
than to slide off the road and into a ditch or
into a tree, as do just about everyone else. I
have braved the elements recently when
going to assignments and have done so
safely.

I'would rather not push my luck, how-
ever. Others, it would appear, don’t mind
pushing their luck a bit farther than I usu-
ally do. On a recent foray into Windsor for
work purposes, I calmly drove in the tire
tracks of the vehicles ahead of me. Admit-
tedly, I wasn't going the speed limit as I
slowed up a bit due to the less than ideal
road conditions.

Idle Ramblings
Ron Giofu

On the way to the city, I
encountered more than one
person who got in behind me
and tailgated. I didn't want to
speed so I didn’t care if others
wanted to get past me, nor did
it necessarily bother me if I was
slowing them down. I wasn’t in
arace.

The problem is others
tended to get on my rear end
and just stay there, even on
four-lane highways that was
most of the way.

I couldn’t help but to won-
der why the people didn't just pass me if
they were in such a hurry?

‘When one of these back bumper riders
finally turned off, another one quickly
turned in behind me to take their place.
Yeah, I was driving slow, but did the people
driving behind me really want to risk rear-
ending me?

Nothing happened, thankfully, and my
stress level decreased once I got to my
destination.

Idon’t plan on being on the roads when
the snow is blowing unless I have to. Some-
times I have to, sometimes I don’t. I encour-
age everyone to stay in when the weather is
bad and the snow is abundant. There is no
sense risking the health of yourself or your
vehicle unless absolutely necessary.

IfI am on the road, I ask but one thing.
Please be patient around me and resist the
urge to tailgate. I don’t mind invited guests
in my back seat, but other vehicles are not
welcome.



